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(54) Container for surprise gifts and similar articles and food product containing it 



(57) A container for surprise gifts and similar articles 
Intended to be inserted Into hollow members (1) com- 
prises two cup-like members (2) which can be connect- 
ed to each other (3, 5) face to face; each cup-like mem- 
ber (2) comprises a cap-shaped bottom portion (5) and 
a skirt portion (8) which is intended to be connected to 
the skirt portion (8) of the other cup-like member (2); at 
least one of the cup-like members (2) has, in the cap- 
shaped portion (6) thereof, a plurality of fins (9) which 
protrude from the cap-shaped surface. 
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Description 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a container for 
surprise gifts wtiicli is intended to be used, for example, 
for the insertion therein of gift articles, such as small 
toys, articles of Jewellery, necklaces, etc., for example, 
In hollow food products, such as chocolate eggs and the 
like. 

[0002] I n particular, the invention relates to a contain- 
er of the type described In WO-A-93/00267 which com- 
prises two cup-like members which can be connected 
to each other face to face, in which each member com- 
prises a cap-shaped bottom portion and a skirt portion 
which is intended to be connected to the skirt portion of 
the other member 

[0003] Containers of the above type have enjoyed 
great commercral success, particularly in conjunction 
with food products, but also with packaging for food 
products of relatively small dimensions of such a type 
to limit the costs of production and raw materials and, 
therefore, with low marketing costs which make it attrac- 
tive for the consumer to purchase. 
[0004] in view of the consumers for whom the con- 
tainer for surprise gifts is intended, as well as of the na- 
ture of the food product with which it Is associated, the 
container must generally comply with precise dimen- 
sional requirements. 

[0005] Since it is a product for children, the container 
must have a minimum dimension which Is greater than 
a threshold value provided by current regulations. 
[0006] On the other hand, in terms of the require- 
ments of a commercial nature, it Is desirable for the con- 
tainer to have overall dimensions which are relatively 
small so that it can be included in hollow articles of small 
dinriensions and, therefore, of low cost. 
[0007] Cun-ently available containers comply with the 
requirements imposed for minimum dimensions; how- 
ever, it is desirable, and constitutes an objective of the 
invention, to provide an improved container which - ow- 
ing to the shape thereof - also deters attempted handii ng 
with the mouth and which is Intrinsically safe, without 
substantially affecting the general overall dimensions of 
the container. 

[0008] Another objective of the Invention is to provide 
an improved container which can be produced by mak- 
ing modifications to conventional moulds. 
[0009] In view of those objectives, the subject-matter 
of the invention is a container of the typo mentioned in 
the introduction of the present description, which Is char- 
acterized in that at least one of the cup-like members, 
and preferably both of the cup-like members, forming 
the container comprise(s), In the cap-shaped portion 
thereof, a plurality of angularly spaced fins which pro- 
trude from the cap-shaped surface. 
[001 0] The Invention will now be described, purely by 
way of non limiting example, with reference to the ap- 
pended drawings In which: 



Fig. 1 is a general perspective view of a container 
according to the invention in the closed condition, 

Fig. 2 illustrates the structure of a second embodi- 
ment of the container in the open condition. 

Fig. 3 is a top view of the container in Fig. 2, 

Fig. 4 Illustrates a container according to the inven- 
tion, inserted inside a hollow article, such as, for ex- 
ample, a chocolate egg, and 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view according to the line V-V 
in Fig. 3. 

[0011] A container which is intended to be used, for 
example, for the Insertion of a small toy, an article of 
jewellery or the like (that Is to say, a so-called "surprise 
gift") inside a hollow article, is generally denoted 1 in the 
drawings. 

[001 2J The term "hoiiow article" is intended to include 
not only food products, such as, for example, a choco- 
late egg, but also packaging for food products, such as, 
for example, containers of plastics materials which are 
provided with a cavity intended to receive the container - 
of the invention and with one or more further cavity(les) 
containing food products. 

[0013] According to the solution known per se, the 
container 1 substantially comprises two cup-like mem- 
bers or shells 2, of moulded plastics material, which are 
intended to be connected to each other face to face, us- 
ing to that end the presence on one of the shells of a 
cylindrical collars which is intendedto be inserted inside 
the opening portion 4 of the other shell. 
[0014] In order to promote a secure connection be- 
tween the two shells, an annular rib 5 is provided on the 
outer surface of the collar 3, which rib 5 is intended to 
snap-engage with a corresponding groove (not visible 
in the drawings) which is also annular and which is pro- 
vided on the internal wall of the opening portion 4 of the 
other shell 2. 

[0015] Each shell has a cap-shaped end or bottom 
portion 6 of generally hemispherical shape, preferably 
with the exception of a small flattened polar zone 7, as 
well as a body or skirt portion 8. The skirt portion 8 usu- 
ally has a generally cyllndrfoal shape; however, there 
can also be provided rounded skirt portions with a con- 
vex profile adjoining the cap-shaped portion. 
[0016] By way of indication from a dimensional point 
of view (with reference to an embodiment which must 
not, however, be understood in a limiting sense), the 
cap-shaped portions 6 have a radius in the order of ap- 
proximately 1 7 mm, which defines - for the diameter of 
the base of the cap - a value of approximately 34-34.5 
mm which complies with the threshold values required 
by the present regulations in force for articles intended 
to be handled by children. 

[001 7] However, with regard to the relative h eights of 
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the caps and the skirt portions 8, a preferred solution is 
to provide an overall height of each shell (excluding the 
collar 3 for the portion provided therewith) in the order 
of approximately 23-24 mm, of which approximately % 
of each shell is taken up by the cap-shaped portion. 
[001 8] According to the inventive feature of the inven- 
tion, at least one of the two cup-iike members 2, but pref- 
erably both , h ave a plurality of fins 9 wh ich protrude from 
the surface of the cap-shaped portion 6. There are pref- 
erably from three to six of these fins which are preferably 
angularly equidistant. 

[0019] in the prefen-ed embodiment Illustrated, the 
fins 9 extend in substantially axial planes and preferably 
have a substantially triangular configuration. 
[0020] According to a first embodiment which is illus- 
trated in Figures 1 and 4, the axial extent of the fins is 
limited to the cap-shaped region and the profile of each 
fin is such that the fin- with regard to Its radial extent - 
does not protrude beyond the maximum diameter of the 
container, so that the presence of the fins does not bring 
about an increase In the radial dimensions of the con- 
tainer 

[0021] For example, each fin can be defined by sub- 
stantially straight sides 10 and 11 which intersect to fonn 
an acute or obtuse angle, the configuration at an obtuse 
angle currently being preferred. It will be appreciated, 
however, that the profile of each fin can also be defined 
by a substantially continuous arcuate line. 
[0022] According to the embodiment in Figures 2, 3 
and 5, at least one of the fins, or all of the fins, extend 
(s) axially at least in portions of the region of the skirt 8, 
forming longitudinal webs or ribs 12 which protrude 
slightly in a radial manner from the surface of the skirt. 
[0023] The ribs 1 2 fulfil in particular the function of re- 
inforcing the container as well as the function of promot- 
ing gripping on the part of the consumer when opening 
and disconnecting the two shells. 
[0024] The axial extent of the fin In an outward direc- 
tion Is preferably such that it protrudes slightly or is flush 
with the axial end of each respective cap with which it 
Is associated. 

[0025] The extent in a circumferential sense (thick- 
ness) of each fin is generally limited, for example, to a 
value of approximately from 0.2 to 2 mm, so long as the 
fin does not become sharp. 

[0026] During industrial production of the container, 
the configuration of the fins can be selected - also de- 
pending on the plastics materials used for the container 
- so that the fins have a sharp appearance and are fur- 
ther able to produce at least an unpleasant or Irritating 
sensation should the container or one of the two cup- 
like members of the container happen to be Introduced 
into the mouth and come into contact with the walls of 
the mouth or of the groove; It will be appreciated, how- 
ever, that the fins should clearly be prevented from hav- 
ing any cutting or tearing effect on the tissues. 
[0027] The advantages of the container according to 
the invention are detennined by the following aspects. 



[0028] Firstly, it can be considered that the presence 
of the fins of sharp appearance has a psychological ef- 
fect which deters the use of the mouth and of the teeth 
for opening the container 

5 [0029] The cutting sensation, or the sensation which 
is at least unpleasant or irritating, which would be per- 
ceived should the container accidentally happen to be 
introduced into the mouth acts as a deterrent to swal- 
lowing, it should further be considered that the greater 

10 friction generated by the fins provides a possibility of 
getting stuck. 

[0030] The presence of the fins brings about an In- 
crease in the rigidity of the container and of each cup- 
like member with which the fins are associated, limiting 

15 the possibility of defonnatlon. 

[0031] Not least, in particular when the fins extend in 
the manner of longitudinal ribs, they act as gripping and/ 
or stopping elements for the fingers, facilitating the 
opening of the container by hand and thereby avoiding 

20 the tendency to use the mouth and the teeth In order to 
open It. 

[0032] In the industrial production of the container, it 
will be possible to use plastics materials which are In 
use conventionally. Furthennore, currently available 

25 moulding dies will be able to be readily adapted to obtain 
the new configuration, for example, with simple electri- 
cal discharge machining processes, in order to define, 
In the moulding cavity, cavities which correspond to the 
dimensions desired for the fins. 

30 [0033] Furthennore, the container according to the In- 
vention does not involve any modifications to the con- 
ventional methods of use. In general, the container is 
initially made up by inserting the so-called surprise gift 
into one of the shells (usually the one provided with the 

35 collar), then closing the receptacle by snap-fitting the 
other shell to the shell which has received the surprise 
gift. 

[0034] At this point, the container can be inserted In- 
side a hollow article such as, for example, a chocolate 

40 egg U (Fig. 4). Since the solution according to the In- 
vention does not generally involve an increase in the 
general overall external dimensions or a reduction in the 
volume of the internal cavity available for the introduc- 
tion of the surprise gift, the container lends itself to use 

45 with the same hollow articles with which it is generally 
associated and with the same type of surprise gift gen- 
erally in use. 



50 Claims 

1. Container for surprise gifts and similar ari:icles in- 
tended to be inserted into hollow bodies (1), com- 
prising two cup-like members (2) which can be con- 
55 nected to each other (3, 5) face to face, In which 
each cup-like member (2) comprises a cap-shaped 
bottom portion (6) and a skirt portion (8) which Is 
Intended to be connected to the skirt portion (8) of 
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the other cup-IIke member (2), characterized in 
that at least one of the two cup-like members (2) 
has, in the cap-shaped portion (6) thereof, a piural- 
ity of fins (9) which protrude from the cap:Shaped 
surface. s 

2. Container according to claim 1 , characterized in 
that the profile of each fin (9) is such that the fin (9), 
In the radial extent thereof, does not protrude be- 
yond the maximum diameter of the container. io 

3. Container according to claim 1 , characterized In 
that at least one of the plurality of fins (9) extends 
axlally into the region of the skirt (8), forming a lon- 
gitudinal web (12) which protrudes radially from the is 

surface of the skirt. 

4. Container according to any one of claims 1 to 3, 
characterized in that the profile of each fin (9) is 
such that the fin (9), In the axial extent thereof, pro- 20 
trudes from or is flush with the axial end of the cap 

(6) With which it is associated. 

5. Container according to any one of claims 1 to 4, 
characterized In that each fin (9) is of substantially 25 
triangular forni. 

6. Container according to any one of claims 1 to 4, 
characterized In that the external profile of each 

fin (9) is defined by two sides (1 0, 11 ) which inter- so 
sect to fomn an angle. 

7. Container according to any one of claims 1 to 6, 
characterized in that the fins (9) are arranged in 
axial planes. 3S 

8. Container according to any one of claims 1 to 7, 
characterized In that the fins (9) are provided on 
both of the cup-like members (2). 

40 

9. Container according to any one of claims 1 to 8, 
characterized in that there are from three to six 
fins for each cup-like member (2) with which they 
are associated. 

45 

10. Hollow food product, Including a container accord- 
ing to any one of claims 1 to 9. 
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